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AGRICULTURAL LAND CLASSIFICATION: 

TRIAL PITS 3 AND 4 DATA 

November 2023 

1 Introduction 

1.1 As part of the review of the Agricultural Land Classification (ALC) carried out for the Mallard 

Pass Solar Farm (MPSF), Natural England has asked for additional information. 

1.2 The information asked for is, specifically: 

(i) the location of two soil pits referred to in the ALC report (November 2022) and the

related soil pit records;

(ii) the location of other trenches examined and referred to in the ALC report, and how

these informed the ALC results.

2 Soil Pits 

2.1 The Environmental Statement Volume 2 Appendix 12.4 “Agricultural Land Classification 

Survey” [APP-091] states at 2.6 that four soil pits were excavated with a spade to examine 

certain soil physical properties, such as stone content and subsoil structure in more detail. 

2.2 Paragraph 4.19 refers to two pits having been dug in Areas I and J, and a total of 10 

archaeological trenches having been examined.  The results of the investigation of those 

pits were used to inform the assessment undertaken. 

2.3 The location of the two pits in areas I and J were not included in the ALC report, nor were 

photographs or the records appended.  Therefore this information is now provided. 

2.4 At Attachment A the following information is provided: 

(i) record for pit 3, at Grid Reference TF 058106 in Area J;
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(ii) photograph for Pit 3; 

(iii) record for Pit 4 at Grid Reference TF 05348 11385; 

(iv) photograph of Pit 4. 

 

2.5 The two pit locations are shown below. 

  

 

2.6 As described in the ALC at 4.19, the pits informed the ALC in respect of stone content, 

stoniness and soil structure. 

 

3 Archaeological Trenches Examined 

3.1 Trenches examined in Areas A and D are shown in Attachment B, together with a number 

of photographs. 

 

3.2 Additional trenches were examined in Areas B and C, with photographs available if 

required. 

 

4 Comments 

4.1 This document provides the locations, records and photographs that informed part of the 

ALC survey, providing the detail behind the conclusions of the ALC, as referenced in 4.19 

and to supplement Annex3.  
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 Attachment A 

 Soil pits 
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Pit 3 Area J 
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Pit 4 Area I 
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Attachment B 

Archaeological Trench 

Information 
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